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to Valparaiso, one of its connections extending from Mollendo,
in Peru, to Iquique, in Chile, thence bighting out to Valparaiso.
The office at Iquique was under control of the insurgent gov-
ernment, or the revolutionary government of Chile. The insur-
gents had seized and closed the office at Iquique, except for
their own communications northward; and had refused the right
to our Government to use the Valparaiso end for cable messages
to our Minister. This made it necessary to communicate by
way of the trans-Andean route to Buenos Ayres, thence to Europe
by cables and thence to Washington. The route was long, the
rates enormous, and the certainty of mutilation made messages
slow and their meaning uncertain.

The privilege of using the more direct American cable for
messages was sought, under any censorship or surveillance the
insurgent government might impose, except the right to revise
or to know the contents of Government messages, which were
held to be privileged. If the Iquique Government refused this
concession, the admiral's orders were to cut the cable off that
port and join the Mollendo end to that of Valparaiso in the open
sea outside their marine jurisdiction.

On the Baltimore's arrival at Iquique, on July 19th, the effort
was made to obtain this privilege, but the insurgent authorities
would not entertain the request. Orders were therefore given
to the cable steamer Relay to connect the Mollendo and Val-
paraiso ends outside the marine league, and she did so that
same night. Apprehending that a mistake might be made in
the distance, the Baltimore got under way and measured the
distance of 5.9 miles from the coast and directed the cut to be
made at that point. The Baltimore remained to watch the Re-
lay and to protect her during the night, if any attempt was
made to interfere with her. On the morning following the
cable was spliced and the Relay returned to Callao,, and the
Baltimore to Iquique to notify the authorities of what had been
done. She then proceeded to Coquimbo, touching on the way
at Caldera, or Copiapo, also held by the insurgents, to examine
the wreck of the Blanca Encalada, destroyed by the torpedo
boats Admiral Lynch and Condel, whose commanders were loyal
to the Balmaceda government. Coquimbo was reached on July
24th, and the San Francisco was found at anchor there. A fulloceeded to the islanden in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
